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I WILL ACHIEVE 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
April has arrived, which means it’s time for students to showcase their best 
learning through ACT testing. Some good test taking strategies include 
getting a good night’s rest before testing, eating a healthy breakfast, and 
working through each problem carefully (and re-reading the prompts to 
understand what the question is really asking you). Do your best and 
continue to make the ALA proud!  APRIL 

3 & 17: Salt River Schools Education 
Board meeting, 5:15PM 
 

4-27: ACT assessment window 
 

6: College Wear Day 
 

6: Education Fair “Exercising Minds, 
Bodies & Spirits” in the ALA 
gymnasium (open to all!),     4-7PM 
 

7: Spring Holiday: No School/Salt River 
Schools Offices Closed 
 

12 & 26: Early Release at Noon 
 
14: First Friday Chats with Higher 
Education, MS Teams, 10 
 
15 & 20: ALA Saturday School, 8:30-
11:30AM 
 

MAY 
1 & 15: Salt River Schools Education 
Board meeting, 5:15PM 
 

4: College Wear Day 
 

10: Early Release at Noon 
  

19: Last Day of School 
 

29: Salt River Schools Closed; 
Memorial Day 
 

May 30-June 23: ALA Summer School 

Sometimes a little intervention goes a 
long way. When distractions settle in, 
it’s our job as educators to make sure 
students are encouraged to make good 
choices. Featured here is Louis Jackson, 
who was rewarded with Nike swag for 
making incredible academic gains. 
Keep up the great work! 

Congratulations are in order for Joseph 
Frederick, who scored off the charts during 
the NWEA Spring Benchmark assessments. 
Joseph was rewarded with gifts from Nike. 
Keep it up, Joseph! 

 

O’odham/Piipaash  
Word of the Month 

 

Hyosik (O’odham) 
 

Thavsh (Piipaash) 
 

Flower (English) 



 

ALA.SaltRiverSchools.org 

ALA STUDENTS LEARN LITERACY LESSONS IN COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS 
ALA Librarian Irma Smith recently created an introductory lesson to comic and graphic novels. Her vision was to 
encourage and motivate reluctant readers by creating a positive relationship with reading. Irma embeds the 
cultural significance of her lessons and language in everything she does. Students were able to demonstrate 
their learning by creating their own comic strip, which encouraged both reading and writing. An outstanding 
example of student-created work came from Collin Manuel, who titled his comic Day of Discovery. Check out the 
talented piece below. The ALA is fortunate to have Irma and the library as a resource for learning. Students 
enjoy her space, especially her lunch brunch crew! Sape, Irma! 
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Day of Discovery | By Collin Manuel 
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Left Panel: Never before has he felt 
more accepted.  
 

I’ve got an idea! 
 

It was then he knew what to do. 
 

Right Panel: While it may not be the 
easiest path, nor will it be the only 
thing that defines his future, he knew 
this was only a glimpse of a possibility 
of a future in this new world. 
 

If there is anything to remember it’s 
that a discovery can happen at any 
time, and to anyone! Not everyone’s 
time in the dark lasts forever! 
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REMINDERS &  
RESOURCES 

Curl up with a good book by    
visiting the ALA library. Our 
librarian can recommend 

something to suit all tastes. Or, 
check out our online library by 

scanning the QR code below with 
your smartphone or tablet.  

Questions? Contact ALA Librarian 
Irma Smith at 480-362-2071 or 

Irma.Smith@saltriverschools.org. 

COVID-19 Vaccine  
COVID-19 vaccine clinics are 
available by appointment only 
and open to SRPMIC-enrolled 
children and Community 
resident children.  
 

Call the COVID-19 Hotline at 
480-362-2603. 

Attendance 
Adult students & parents: 
Please call our attendance 
line at 480-362-2130 for all 
absences.  

 
Just try new things. Don't be afraid. Step out of your comfort zones and soar, all right? — Michelle Obama 

SUMMER SCHOOL INFORMATION 
The ALA will offer summer school classes May 30 – June 23. This will total 
summer school for 16 days with the three days of holidays: 

 Week 1: May 30 through June 2 (no school/holiday on 
May 29) 

 Week 2: June 5-8 (no school Friday, June 9) 

 Week 3: June 12 & 13, and June 15 & 16 (no school/
holiday on June 14) 

 Week 4: June 20-23 (no school/holiday on June 19) 
 

Please note: The ALA graduation ceremony will be held on Tuesday, June 20, 
at noon (location TBD).  
 

Stay tuned — More details to come! Call the ALA at 480-362-2130 with any 
questions, or visit https://tinyurl.com/alaSummerSchool. 
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