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I WILL ACHIEVE 

MESSAGE FROM TAMI 
We welcomed two staff to our management team at the ECEC on March 
13: Tianee Lane is now the ERSEA (Eligibility, Recruitment, Selection, 
Enrollment, and Attendance) Coordinator. Lekisha Morris (aka “Kisha”) is 
the Assistant Program Manager for the Early Head Start (Infant and 
Toddler) program.  
 

I have worked at the ECEC for the past seven years, and I 
look forward to working with families and building 
collaborative partnerships as it relates to the application 
process within ERSEA. I have more than 20 years of 
diverse experience in education, including 11 years within 
Head Start. I have a bachelor’s degree in communications 
studies and a master’s degree in education with an early 
childhood specialization.   

 
I am originally from Mississippi. I have many years of Head 
Start experience, as well as a master’s degree in educational 
leadership. In 2009, I moved to Arizona where I worked as a 
private preschool director. Then I moved to Japan for three 
years and was a supervisor for an ECEC program located on 
a Marine Corps military base. We moved back to the states 
in 2016, and I was a site supervisor for a Head Start program 
in Virginia. I moved back to Arizona and worked for two different Head 
Start programs as an EHS teacher, a professional development coach, a 
program assurance supervisor, and an education manager. I am excited to 
begin work here in Salt River, and I look forward to working with the staff, 
children and families of this Community. 

 
 

 
 
 

APRIL 
3 & 17: Salt River Schools Education 
Board meeting, 5:15PM 
 

5 & 19: Car Seat Checks, 7-9AM 
 

6: College Wear Day 
 

6: Education Fair “Exercising Minds, 
Bodies & Spirits” in the ALA gymnasium 
(open to all!),     4-7PM 
 

7: Spring Holiday: No School/Salt River 
Schools Offices Closed 
 

11: Policy Council, Gathering Place, 
5:30PM 
 

12: Last Early Release for ECEC 
 

14: First Friday Chats with Higher 
Education, MS Teams, 10 
 

25 & 27: Pre-K Cap Decorating, 4-6PM 
(Eagle, Cougar/Wolf, Cottontail on 4/25 | 
Turtle, Butterfly/Bear, Quail on 4/27) 

 

MAY 
1 & 15: Salt River Schools Education 
Board meeting, 5:15PM 
 

3 & 17: Car Seat Checks, 7-9AM 
  

4: Burritos for Dad, Gathering Place, 8-
9:30AM 
 

16: ECEC Pre-K Promotion, 9:30AM-
12:30PM 

Attendance Hotline 
480-362-2239 

If leaving a message, please include: 
 Child’s Name & Classroom 
 Your (Caller’s) Name 
 Reason for Absence 

 

O’odham/Piipaash  
Word of the Month 

 

Hyosik (O’odham) 
 

Thavsh (Piipaash) 
 

Flower (English) 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
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Just try new things. Don't be afraid. Step out of your comfort zones and soar, all right? — Michelle Obama 

 

A PLAYHOUSE FOR ABDIEL 
Congratulations to Abdiel from the 
Piglets class; he had 95% attendance 
and was entered into a drawing to 
win a playhouse gifted by staff at 
Health Equity and Odyssey Teams. 
Special thanks also to the Discover 
Salt River team for coordinating the 
opportunity.  
 

Abdiel and his parents attended the 
presentation at Talking Stick Resort, 
and they got to put their personal 
touch on the playhouse 
(handprints!).  
 

There are currently 76 ECEC students 
with 85% or higher school 
attendance. Great job ECEC families!  

Behavior Intervention 
Counselors 
The Behavior Intervention Counselors have 
started a book study for classroom staff, 
who are reading “Conscious Discipline 
Building Resilient Classrooms,” by Dr. Becky 
A. Bailey. The book study will extend 
through 6/1/2023 to give our school family 
the opportunity to understand and become 
proficient in Conscious Discipline and 
overall social emotional development.  
 

We will also conduct Safe Space trainings 
for ECEC staff. The purpose of Safe Space is for children to learn co-regulation 
skills and eventually self-regulation. Ask your teachers about your classroom’s 
Safe Space (or the Safe Space people for infant/toddler classrooms). 
Questions? Contact Martha or Marcel at 480-362-2267 or 480-362-2218.  

Early Release Update: In order to meet the Early Head Start 
contact hours for the 2022-2023 program year, the last Early 
Release day the ECEC will participate in this year will be 4/12/23. 
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

ECEC Staff Parking Lot 

ECEC Classroom & Office Addition 
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ESS Updates 

April is Occupational 
Therapy Month! A big 
thank you to our 
occupational therapist, 
Ms. Kristina, for all she 
does for our children. 
 

We are going to talk 
about body awareness 
and heavy work! Do you 
know the important 
role that heavy work 
activities play in our 
ability to focus, attend, 
learn, and participate in 
everyday tasks? We all 
need calming and 
organizing sensory 
input that provide 
proprioceptive input 
through our muscles 
and joints.  


