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I WILL ACHIEVE 

          

#AimHigher 

IN THE WORKS: EXCITING EARLY 
OUTREACH PROJECTS! 
The 5th and 6th grade Eagles’ Club group that Higher 
Education staff oversee to promote Early College 
Career Readiness have teamed up with the SRPMIC 
Cultural Resources Department for traditional 
gardening projects this spring.  
 

Community Garden managers Ansom Collins and 
Jonathan Curry visited SRES on March 3 to introduce 
students to the many plants, flowers, foods, and 
traditional gardening methods of the O’odham and 
Piipaash peoples. 
 

On March 7, we took a field trip to the Community 
Garden so students could see it first-hand. 
Approximately 18 students and four chaperones 
participated, including Erica Outcalt and Denelle Prieto 
(Higher Education program advisors and Eagles’ Club 
volunteers); Taté Walker (Salt River Schools 
Communications & PR Director and Eagles’ Club 
volunteer); and Joweitta Cannon (Salt River Schools 
Transportation & Facilities Manager). The students had 
fun exploring, taking photos, and picking/tasting lemons 
and “limequats” (a tiny fruit fusion of limes and 

kumquats). The Community Garden staff (Ansom Collins and Stetson Mendoza) 
had fun showing students around, posing with all the growing plants, and teaching 
students to make “natural” plant darts to toss at each other.  
 

Eagles’ Club students had so much fun that we returned to the Community Garden 
on March 28 and were treated to a fresh lettuce salad (straight from Stetson’s own 
garden) and a special soup that students had to guess what meat they were eating 
(it was rabbit and they LOVED IT!). Watch a video of that outing here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xGYWF6bTs0.  
 

The goal for Eagles’ Club students is 
to plant a raised bed garden on 
school grounds so it can be tended 
to when students are on summer 
break. While our partnership with 
the Community Garden is our focus, 
Eagles’ Club students have also 
learned about careers in the fields                                                                                                 
of medicine, business, hospitality, 
poetry, sports, and more! 

 

Next deadline is  

April 30  
 

Apply today! 
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WHAT ARE 
SCHOLARSHIPS?  
A scholarship is FREE money given to 
you to help pay for your school 
expenses (tuition, dorm room, books, 
etc.). Scholarships do not need to be 
paid back, but they sometimes have 
requirements, such as a minimum 
Grade Point Average (GPA) that 
students must maintain in order to 
continue receiving the funding.  
 

They can be awarded for many things, 
such as being the first in your family to 
go to college, being left-handed, having 
a pet dog, etc. Scholarships can help 
you cover the things that Higher Ed 
does not cover, such as paying for your 
dorm or meal plan. When applying for a 
scholarship, sometimes you will be 
asked to write a personal statement or 
submit a letter of recommendation.  
 

It is important to give yourself plenty of 
time to work on the application before 
the deadline. You can find a list of 
scholarships and search engines on our 
website. As always, if you need help 
finding and applying for scholarships, 
feel free to reach out to Higher Ed. We 
are here to help! 

ACADEMIC vs. VOCATIONAL 

Students often ask, “What is the difference between an academic and vocational 
school?”  
 
Academic schools are comprised of community colleges and universities. Within 
these institutions students may obtain associate degrees, bachelor degrees, 
master degrees, and doctoral degrees. These institutions usually have a regional 
accreditation. Accrediting agencies oversee institutions and how they administer 
their programs and ensure a quality education.  
 

Examples of academic institutions: Scottsdale Community College, Mesa 
Community College, Phoenix College, Arizona State University, University 
of Arizona, and Northern Arizona University, among others. Some of the 
pathways or degrees that you can get  include accounting, business, 
computer science, education, history, law, psychology, and sociology — 
just to name a few! 

 
Vocational schools have a different educational focus to provide students with 
job skills for a specific trade. Within these institutions students may obtain 
certificates, diplomas, and sometimes associate and bachelor degrees. Vocational 
schools usually have national accreditation. 
 

Examples of vocational institutions: Arizona College, Avalon Institute, 
Empire Beauty School, The Refrigeration School, Inc., East Valley Institute 
of Technology, and Universal Technical Institute, among others. Some of 
the pathways, including certificates and degrees, are in allied health fields 
(such as medical billing and coding), certified nursing assistant, and other 
skilled trades, such as cosmetology, esthetics, electrician, plumber, 
automotive technician, welding, etc.  

 
 If you still have questions, call 480-362-2547 or visit HE.saltriverschools.org. 

https://he.saltriverschools.org/
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